


COMMON WEEDS OF GUAM

The need for comprehensive information about Guam weeds has long
been expressed by the general public and farmers interested in one or
more aspects of identifying and controlling weeds. More than 50 weeds
are described and illustrated in this publication. It is hoped this publica-
tion will assist the agriculturists, gardeners, farmers and students in
identifying the common weeds of Guam.

What Is A Weed?

A weed is a pest. It is an enemy of agriculture and many related bran-
ches of human activity. Man has been at war against weeds since the
beginning of agriculture. Although we have a general concept as to what
a weed is, there is no one definite definition. The reason s this: the con-
cept of a weed is relative and the situation when a plant is considered a
weed depends mainly upon the economic importance attributed to it by
human beings. There are many useful plants which have turned into
pestiferous weeds simply because of the relative value that man has ac-
corded them. What one could call a weed, however, may be described as
follows:

A plant growing out of place.

A plant growing where something else should grow.

A plant growing where nothing should grow.

A plant that is noxious, useless, or poisonous.

A plant whose economic importance is yet to be
discovered.

Thus many plants that affect the beneficial utilization of the environ-
ment by man falls under the category of a weed until such time he
discovers some use or need for that plant. Some crop plants can become
weeds when they appear where they are not wanted. On the other hand,
a number of plants usually thought of as weeds may actually be useful
under some condidtions or in some areas. For example, tangantangan
(Leucaena leucocephala Lam.) may help to control soil erosion or may
serve as firewood.

Why Are Weeds Troublesome?

Weeds reduce crop yields by competing with crops for the essential
energy source such as nutrients, light, moisture, and carbon dioxide.
The work of eradicating weeds from crop fields increase costs of produc-
tion. Weeds reduce the quality of crop products. Also, weeds harbour in-
sects and diseases by acting as alternate hosts for insects and organisms
causing diseases. Some weeds can cause skin irritation and hay fever.



Classification of Weeds

I. Based on Morphology

1.

Grass Weeds:

Grass weeds are monocots and have the following distinct pro-
perties: two-ranked leaves that are usually long, narrow and
upright with parallel venations, protected apical meristem
(growing point), and hollow stem.

Broadleat Weeds:

Broadleaf weeds are mainly dicots and have the following
distinct properties: leaves usually broad with netted venation,
exposed apical meristem.

II. Based on Life Cycle

L.

Annual Weeds:
These plants complete their life cycle in one year or less. They
grow from seed, mature, and produce seed for the next
generation in one year or less.
Biennial weeds:
Plants with a two-year life cycle. They grow from seed and
develop a heavy root and compact cluster of leaves the first
year. In the second year they mature, produce seed, and die.
Perennial weeds:
Plants which live for more than two years and may live in-
definitely are perennials. During the winter, many lose their
foliage and the stems of others may die back to the ground.
Others produce tubers, bulbs, rhizomes (below-ground root-
like stems), or stolons (above-ground stems that produce
roots).
a. Creeping perennials:
Plants produce seeds but also produce rhizomes or
stolons.
b. Simple perennials:
Plants normally reproduced by seeds. But a root piece
may produce new plants folowing mechanical injury dur-
ing cultivation.
c. Bulbous perennials:
Plants may reproduce by seed, bulblets or bulb.
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